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2 A rt 15 . 2 N 1798. 


AT a Seer Meeting o of «„ Tug FRIENDS or 
THE FREEDOM OF THE PREss,” convened this 95 
by public advertiſement. _ | 


GERARD NOEL EDWARDS, =. M. Be 
05 in the Chair. 


"Ny del Unanimouſly, x: 007 1 


It. That the Liberty of the Prefs is a right 


inſeparable from the principles of a free govern- 
ment, and eſſential to the ſecur ecurity of the Britiſh 
conſtitution. 


2d. That this Liberty conſiſts i in the free diſ- 
cuſſion and examination of the Principles of civil 
Government, and of all matters of public opi- 


THOR 
gd. Thatno writing babe to be conſidered as 


1 public Libel, and made the ſubject of criminal | 


publiſhed unleſs ſuch writing {hall appear to 


publiſhed with a W to exite the People to 
| 8 reſiſt 


n PROCEEDINGS OF Tur 


BE —— — 
ls Oy WY 
* * 


— 


refiſt the * Ma iſtrate, or obſtruct the ex- 


ecution ol be make .. 


4th. That ſuch publications may 5 ro- 
per objects of proſecution, and that the Exe- 
cutive Government is entruſted with — 


amply ſufficient for that purpoſe. | 
5th. That we have therefore ſeen with unea- 


fineſs and alarm the formation of certain Soci- 
eties, which under the pretence of ſupporting thne 


Executive Magiſtrate, and defending the Go- 


vernment againſt ſedition, have held out general 


terrors 1 ant the circulation of Writings, , 


which, without deſcribing them, they term Se- 
ditious; and entered into Subſcriptions for the 
maintenance of Proſecutions againſt them; a 
proceeding doubtful as'to its legality, unconſti- 
tutional in its principle, oppreſſive in its opera- 


tion, and deſtructive of the TY of the 
Prefs. -> | FAS 


6th. That ſuch affociativiis liave appeared to 
us the more exceptionable from an attentive 
obſervation of their proceedings. Whilſt mutu- 
ally binding and engaging themſelves to enforce 
8 execution of the Laws againſt ſeditious Li- 
bels, they have themfelyes produced and circu- 


lated . publications, containing doctrines long 
_ fince exploded, and which, it admitted, . would 


rove the Revolution to be an act of rebelfion, 
and the title of the reigning Family to the throne | 
of theſe kipgdoms to be tounded in. uſurpation. 


and injuſtice. 
. 7th. That a ſyſtem =”, jealouſy nd arbitrary 
| N of the people have been at all times 


- 
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dangerous to der c - of the agli Govern- | 
DEE „„ ö 
Sth. That anxious to preſerve thepublic Peace, 
as connected with public Liberty, this Meeting 
conſiders it as an indiſpenſible duty to ow, 
| their'| fellow ſubjects : againſt all proceedings 
which appear to be inconſiſtent with either, or 
whatever pretext they may be grounded. We are 
, therefore determined to oppoſe, to the utmoſt 
of our Power, every attempt to prejudice wy 
part of the Conſtitution; to maintain that whic 
appears to be its beſt ſecurity, the Freedom of 
the Preſs; and to uſe our endeavours to coun- 
teract the effect of meaſures which ſeem calcu- 
| lated to ſuppreſs thoſe liberal ſentiments, and 
that manly freedom of diſcuſſion, which form 
the Hife and ſoul of the Britiſh Conſtitution.  - 
gth. That the thanks of this Meeting are 
particularly due to the Hon. Thomas Erſkine, 
for his Conflitatianal Defence of the Freedom of 
Opinion and the Liberty of the Preſs in a late 
Trial; a Defence in which he diſplayed ability, 
independence, zeal, eloquence, never ſurpaſſed 
on any former occaſion at the En gliſh Bar, 
though that Defence was made 2 — circum- 
ſtances of ſuch peculiar difficulty and embar- 
raſſment, as required his determined ſpirit and 
unſhaken fortitude to overcome, and though he 
had to encounter every prejudice. WANG art and 
n could excite. : 31 1120 
13 By Order of the Meeting, xe 
Giga). GHRARD NOEL. DWanhs. | 
00 f ret z ay bow 4 e 3 
i ow ad: ws * Brio u [rups Reflect 
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That he 5 of this —.— 5 given t to 
U Chairman, for _ ny weir and im- 


partial conduct. ur i boy: 

Reſolved, : | bring 
That this Hock do: now w hou ourn. until 85 
rurday yo Bow of NG next. rot 

$ECOND. MEETING. Us ai; 


LIBERTY C OF THE PRESS. 


% eee Archer Fate Janlary tg, e. 


Honourable THOMAS ERSKINE, | NM. p. 4 
4 NIN in the Chan. N 


4 11 ee 


Ms ERSKINE aid, / that thigh he aid 
not care for calumny and miſreprefentation, as 
far as it affected himſelf perſonally,” which he 
 _ took it for granted was the cafe with every 
| Gentleman preſent; yet, as far as it affected 
the great object for w ich they were afſembled, 
it was of the greateſt importance to the Public : 
! that he ſhould, therefore, to render miſrepre- 
| Ffentation utterly impoſtible, read what he had 
do ſay from a paper, which he had written. 
[  _ He then read as follows: 
The peculiar excellence of the Engliſh Con- | 
ſtitution, on which indeed the value of every : 
Government may be ſummed up, is, that it cre- 


ates an Waun rule of action for tl e whole * 
. 


FRIENDS TO THE LIBERTY OR THE PRESS 9:3 


and an impartial adminiſtration of juſtice under 
From theſe maſter principles reſults that 


bappy, unſuſpecting, and unfufpected freedom, 


Wich for ages has diſtinguiſned Society in Eng- 
land, and which has united Engliſhmen in an 
enthuſiaſm for their Country, and a reverence 
nn y el pr 
To maintain this fearleſs tranquillity of 
human life, the primè bleſſing of Social Union, 
the power of - accuſation was not given to wiin- 
ured individuals, much leſs to voluntary, undefined, 


; unautheriſed Aſſociations of Men, acting without 


reſponſibility, and open to irregular and private 
motives of action; but was conferred upon the 
Supreme Executive Magiſtrate, as more likely 

to look down upon the Maſs of the Community 
with an unimpaſſioned eye; and even that 
wiſely placed truſt, guarded and bridled by the 
perſonal reſponſibility of thoſe Officers by which 
the Crown is obliged to exerciſe its authority, 
and in the higher order of crimes, (which on 
principle ſhould extend to all) guarded once 


55 again by the office of the Grand Jury, inter- 


poſed as a ſhield} between the People and the 
very Laws enacted by themſelves. A 
+ Theſe admirable proviſions appear to be 
founded in a deep acquaintance with the prin» 
ciples of Society, and to be attended with the 
moſt important benefits to the Public; becauſe, 
tempered again, and finally with the Trial by 
the Country, they enable the Engliſh Conſti- 
tution to ratify the exiſtence of a frong, _ 
dye; hobo} eee 4-110 TCR 


wy 
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tary; executive Domini; conſiſtently with the 
ſecurity of popular freedom. 
By this arrangement of the Royal Prerog 
tive of Accuſation, ſo reſtrained and miti 
its cqurſe, the Crown becomes an oe of 
wholeſome, but not dangerous jealouſy; which, 
while it prevents it from overſtepping its Con- 
ſtitutional limits, endears the People to one ano- 
ther, from a ſenſe of the neceſſity of union 
amongſt themſelves, for the preſervation of 
their privileges againſt a power dangerous to 
| remove, but equally dangerous to exiſt, unob- 
ſerved and nd landed. 
Under this ſyſtem, making aHoxaitics for the 
vices and errors inſeparable from: humanity, 
State accuſations, in modern times, though ſome- 
times erroneous, have not often been raſh or 
malevolent, and the Criminal under the weight 
of the firm hand of Juſtice, has been ſupported 
by the indulgent fraternal Tribunal of his 
Country. 
But under the ieee wt ih aſſemble 
us together, all theſe ee arent to be 
endangered. 
A ſudden alarm has been: pied through 
the Kingdom by the Miniſters of the Crown, of 
imminent danger to the Conſtitution, and to all 
Order and Government. The Nation has been 
repreſented to be fermenting into Sedition and 
Inſurrection, through the dangerous Aſſoci- 
ations and Writings of diſaffected and alienated 
ſubjects; and under the preſſure of this perilous 
conjuncture the Parliament has been ſuddenly 
aſſembled, and the Militia embodied. 5 
« The 
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1 The exiſtence or extent of theſe evils ſince 
they have been ſanctioned, though not aſcer- 
tained by the authority of Parliament when 
aſſembled, we have — _ the preſent occa- 

ſion aſſembled to debate. But we may, without 
Sedition, congratulate our Fellow- ſubjects, that 
our Miniſters had the vigilance to detect thoſe, 
numerous and bloody Inſurrections, which other- 
wiſe might have 7 t eee, and paſſed 
unknoron and undiſcovered; that ih the 
puniſhment of a — individual, for any Overt 
Act of Treaſon, the People have recovered all 
that tranquillity and 2 for the Laws which 
they appeared to us to have equally Polen at 
me time when the alarm burſt forth. 

That large claſſes of the Community ſhould 
nevertheleſ give faith to the aſſertions and acts 
of a reſponſible Government, is neither to be 
wondered at nor diſapproved. When the Eng- 
liſh Conſtitution is authoritatively repreſentsd 
to be in danger, we rejoice in the enthuſiaſm of 
Engliſhmen to ſupport it. When that danger 
is further repreſented to have been cauſed or in- 
creaſed by the circulation of treaſonable and 
ſeditious Writings, we acknowledge that it is 
the duty of every good Citizen in his proper 
Iphere, and by proper Means to difcountenance 
them, and nothing is further from the intention 
of this Meeting than to hold up to public diſap- 
probation ſuch individuals, as from honeſt mo- 
tives, have joined Aſſociations, even though they 
may in their zeal have ſhot beyond that line of 
exertion which we (miſtakenly, perhaps, but 


conſcientiouſly) conceive to be the ſafe. "Unndlin- 
| tion 


14 | $ | 2212 „ener or THE 3 
= tion of nan 1 Executive Government by 
= Private Sen: 27. 

„We aſſemble er to reprehend, nor to 
. to others, but from a principle of * 
duty to enter our ſolemn proteſt againſt the] 
privy or juſtice of thoſe Aſſociations, whi 
the contagion of example are ſpreading tall 
over . ſupported by the Subſcriptions * 


lent men, for the avowed object of up 
i 
ly 


ing: and proſecuting Writings: more eſp 
when accompanied with rewards to Infor- 
mers; and above ail, when theſe rewards = 

| ; X extended (of which there are inſtances), t 
jueſtion and to puniſh opinions delivered ante 
- n the private intercourſes of domeſtic life; un- 
'% 2 mixed with any act or manifeſted intention 

| againſt the authority of the Laws. EN 


. 


We er at our former Meeting Sn A 
| Pronouncin thele proceedings to be i en ; 
= e ano ea rule 
=. from our Statutes and Precedents of Law, which 
arte ſilent on the ſubject; but we confider them 
F 48 © ka doubtful in law, and unconſtitutional in 
Principle from the whole T beo, and all the 
| analogies of Engliſh juſtice. 
Ann the firſt place, we object to thear: as 
wholly unneceſſary; and we give this objection 
- precedence, becauſe” there ought to be a viſible 
neceſſity or expediency to vindicate every inno- 
vation in the mode of adminiſtering the Laws. 
Suppoſing then the conjuncture to be what it is 
by authority repreſented, the Crown is o_ 
4efled of the moſt ample powers for the a 
niſtration of ſpeedy and univerſal Juſtice. - 50 


* 


| | FRIENDS TO THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. P 9 
If the ordinary Sittings of the Courts are 
found at any time to be inſufficient for the ac- 
compliſhment of their juriſdictions, or if even a 
falutary terror is to be inſpired for the general 
ſecurity, the King may appoint Special Commil- 
ſions for the Trial of Offenders 
If the Revenue devoted to the ordinary pur- 
- poſes of Criminal Juſtice ſhould be found inſuf- 
ECient for an unuſual Expenditure, Parliament is 
ever at hand to ſupply the means; and no Par- 
lament can be ſuppoſed to refuſe, or the People 
be ſuſpected to murmur at fo neceflary an ex- 


If information alſo became neceflary for 
the diſcovery. and conviction af offenders, the 
Crown may at any time, by its authority, ſet 
even Informers in motion 

e But under all this awful proceſs, Public 
Freedom would ſtill be ſecured, while the Public 

Safety was maintained. The Crown ſtill acting 

by its Officers, would continue to be reſponſible 
for the exerciſe of its authority; and the Com- 
munity ſtill bound together by a common inte- 
reſt, and cemented by the undiſturbed affections 
and confidences of private life, would be found 
and pure for the adminiſtration of juſtice. + 
This we. maintain and publiſh to. be the 
Genius of the Britiſh Conſtitution, as it regards 
“ TSR 


©. 


hy 


„ But when without any State neceſſity, or 
requiſition from the Crown, or Parliament of 
the Kingdom, bodies of men voluntarily intrude 
themſelves into a ſort of partnerſhip of authority 
with the Executive Power; and when, from the 
„ - B ͥꝙæ un 
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„ woche er 
univerſal} and admitted intereſt of the whole 


Nation, in the object or preterts of ſuch Aſſoci- 
ations, the People (if they continue to ſpread as 


they have done) may be ſaid to be in a manner 
repreſented by them, where is the accuſed to 
find juſtice amongſt his Peers, when arraigned 


: by ſuch. combinations? Where is the boaſted 


: - 


Trial by the Country, if the Country is thus to 


* 


become Informer and Accuſer ? 


— 


_ < Where is the cautious diſtruſt of accuſation, | 


1 4 8 « 


if: the Grand Jury may themſelyes (or ſome of 
them) have informed againſt the object of it, 


brought in the very Bill which they are to find, 


and ſubſcribed for the proſecution of it? 


Where in the end is the mild, complacent, 
relenting countenance of the Jury for Trial 
that lat conſolation which the humanity of 

England never denied, even to men taken in 


arms againſt her Laws, if the Pannel is to come 


reeking from the Veſtry-rooms, where they 
have been liſtening to harangues concerning the 


abſolute neceſſity of extinguiſhing the very 


5 
. 


_ crimes, and the criminals, which they are to 
decide upon in judgment, and to condemn by 


heir verdicts? 


F * 
5 oy 


'« But if theſe proceedings muſt thus evidently % 


taint the adminiſtration of Juſtice, even in the - 
__ Superior Courts, where: the Judges, from their 
independence, their ſuperior” learning, and their 


further removal from common life, may be 
argued to be likely to aſſiſt Juries in the due diſ- 


5 char ge of their Office what muſt be the con- 


dition of the Courts of Quarter Seſſions, whoſe. 


juriſdictions over theſe offences 3 | 


$1 


Fl 


Sn . 
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where the Judges are the very Gentlemen who 
lead thoſe Aſſociations in every county and city 
in the kingdom, and where the jurors are either 
tenants and dependents, or their neighbours in 
the country, juſtly looking up to them with 
confidence and affection, as their friends and 
| Protectors in the direction of their affairs? Is 
this a trial by an Engliſh Court and Jury? It 
would be infinitely more manly, and leſs injuri- _ 
dus to the accuſed, to condemn him at once 
without a hearing, than to mock him with tjñge 
empty forms of the Britiſh Conſtitution, when 
the ſubſtance and effect of it are deſtroyed. _ © 
Buy theſe obſervations we mean no diſreſpect 
to the Magiſtracies of our Country. But the beſt 
may inadvertently place themſelves in ſitu- 
ations abſolutely incompatible with their duties. 
- | _ Our natures are Human, and we err when we 
f conſider them as Divine. E Fo COLI e 
__ «© Theſe incongruities ariſing from this rage 
of popular accuſation, or even of declared po- 
pular ſupport to accuſations proceeding from 
the Crown, are not our original obſervations. 
We are led to them by the analogies and inſti- 
tutions of the law itſelf. Fe DD NE 
On this principle, Criminals impeached, 
not by the People heated with a ſenſe of indi- 
_ vidual danger, and perſonally mixing themſelves 
with the charge and the evidence, but, im 
{ _ peached by the Houle of Commons 1 1 
them, are tried, from the neceſſity of the cafe, 


by the Lords, and not by the Country. This 

anomaly of Juſtice aroſe from the humanity and 

wiſdom! of our anceſtors. They thought, = 
7 r when 
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when the complaint proceeded not from the 
Crown, whoſe acts the people are accuſtomed to 
Watch with jealouſy, but from the 

wards with favour, it was more ſubſtantial juſ- 

tice to the meaneſt man in England, to ſend him 

for trial before the Lords, though connected 


with him by no common intereſt; but, on the 


contrary, divided by a ſeparate one, than to 


truſt him to a jury of his Equals, when the 


people from which it muſt be taken was even in 


| 
| theory connected with the my pr though. 
| _ totally unacquainted, in fa 


- 
„ 


With its objet. 


apply, by the cloſeſt analogy to the proceedings 


nal juriſdictions are local, the offence muſt be. 
tried in the county, and frequently in the very 
town where it is charged to be committed; 
and thus the accuſed muſt not only ſtand before 
a Court infected by a general prejudice, but in 


+ 
* 


* 


paſſion and inte reſt. . 
| « We have further to remark, that theſe ob- 


ted againſt the Preſs, than againſt any other 


we; 
—— — 
bs © 


Teribed or imagine. 


„ 


2 


the Game Laws, or frauds againſt tradeſmen 


*. r —_— 
J OE TS AY 


- | we 


branch of the Government, which they lean to 


, with its cauſe, or 


We appeal with confidence to the reaſon - 
| of the Public, whether theſe principles do not 


jections to popular aſſociations or the proſecution 
of crimes, apply with double force when direc- 


mee T 1 
« Aſſociations to proſecute offences againſt 


(which we ſelect as familiar inſtances) though 


which we aſſemble to diſapprove. For as crimi- 


a manner diſqualified by a pointed and particular. 


objects of criminal juſtice which can be de- 


. ” 


* 
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wie do not vindicate them, nevertheleſs diſtintly _ 
deſcribe their objects, and in ſuppreſſing illegal 
conduct, have no immediate tendency to deter 
from the exerciſe of rights which are legal, and 
in which the Public have a deep and important 
No unqualified perſon” can ſhoot or ſell a 
hare, or à partridge, as long as a monoply in 
game is ſuffered. to continue, without knowing 
that he tranſgreſſes the Law; and there can be 
no difference of judgment upon the exiſtence, 
extent, or conſequence of the offence. The trial 
is of a mere fact. By ſuch Aſſociations, there- 
fore, the Public cannot be ſtated to ſuffer further 
than it always ſuffers by. an oppreſſive ſyſtem of 
Penal Law, and by every departure This the 
due courſe of adminiſtering it. 
In the ſame manner, when a Swindler ob- 
tains goods on falſe pretences, he cannot have 


done ſo from error, the act is decifive of the 


intention; the Law defines: the crime with poſi- 
tive preciſion; and the trial is in this caſe there- 
fore only the inveſtigation of a fact; and in hold- 
ing out terrors to Swindlers, honeſt men are in 
no danger, nor does the Public ſuffer further 
than we have above adverted to. S 
„ Theſe Aſſociations beſides, from their ver) 
natures, cannot be ſo univerſal, as to diſqualifſy 
the country at large by prejudice or intereſt 
from the Office. of Trial. They are bottomed 
beſides; particularly the laſt (which is a moſt 
material diſtinction) upon crimes, the perpetra- 
tion of which are injurious to individuals as ſuch. 
and which each individual in his own pe _ | 
2 TR e right 


right might legally proſecute. Whereas we 
* o 2 the popular proſecution of 
thoſe public offences, which the Crown, if they 
exiſt, 18 bound in duty to proſecute by the Attor- 
. ney-General, where no individual can count 
_ upona perſonal injury; and where the perſonal 
Intereſt of the ſubject is only as a Member of 
that Public, which is committed to the care of 
the Executive Authority of the Country. 


The Prefs, therefore, as it is to be affected 
by Aſſociations of individuals to fetter its gene- 
ral freedom, wholly unconnected with any attack 

upon private chara#ter, is a very different con- 
lideration; for if the nation is to be combined 

to ſuppreſs writings, without further deſcribing 
What thoſe writings are, than by the. genera 
 denomination—ſeditious ;” and if the exertions of 

_ theſe combinations are not even to be: confined 


If to ſuppreſs and puniſh the circulation of books, 


. already condemned by the judgments of Courts, but- 
are to extend to whatever does not happen to 
fall in with their private judgments :—if every 
. writing is to be proſecuted which they may not 
have the ſenſe to underſtand, or the virtue to 
practiſe:—if no man is to write but upon their 
principles, nor can read with ſafety except what 
they have written, leaſt he ſhould accidentally 
talk of what he has read;—no man will ven- 
e either to write or to ſpeak upon the topics 
/ of Government or its Adminiſtration—a free 
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—. ereate: ſtateſmen and lawyers to be the prin- 
pal ſafeguard of that Conſtitution, which 
- liberty of thought originally created, and which 
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which has ever been acknowledged by our 
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a Fare Paxss for its circulation gradually 


brought to maturitʒ. 
We will therefore maintain and afert by all 
legal means this ſacred and eſſential privilege, 
the Parent and Guardian of every other. We 
will maintain and gfert the right of inſtructing 


our fellow- ſubjects by every ſincere and conſe» 


entious communication which may promote the 
public happineſs; and while we render obedi- 
ence to Government and to Law, we will remem- 


ber at the fame time, that as they exiſt by the 


People's conſent, and for the People's benefit, 
they have a right to examine their pier win 
to watch over their due execution, and to 


| ſerve the beautiful ſtructure of their Confti- 


tution, by pointing out as they ariſe, thoſe defects | 
and corruptions which the hand of Time never 
fails to 1 pread over the wiſeſt of human inſti⸗ 


tutions. 


If in the wt and "alivechle alleresen of this 2 

all be calumniated” and perſe- 
cuted; we muſt be contented to ſuffer in the 
cauſe of Freedom, as our fathers before us have 


_ ſuffered ;* but we will, like our fathers, 110 pers. 2 
| ſevere until we prevail. 


Let us, however, recollet with ſatisfaQion) 
that the Law as it ſtands at this very moment, 
(thanks to our illuſtrious patriot, Mr. Fox) is 


-amply ſufficient for the protection of the Preſs, 
if. the Country will be but true to itſelf. The”: 
extent of the genuine Liberty of the Preſs on 
general ſubjects, and the boundaries which fepa=” 
rate them from licentiouſneſs, the Engliſſi Law 
| has wiſely not * to . they are, 


indeed, 


2 
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£1 U in thaik nature undefinable; Ja it is 
the office of the Jury alone, taken from the 
County in each particular inſtance, to aſcertain 
them, and the truſt of the Crown, where no 
individual is ſlandered, to ſelect the inſtances for 
trial by its Miniſters, mob ponlible | to. Parlia- 
ment. 5 
„ This ſyſiem. appears to us 3 to Ghote 
the government, While it equally protects the 
= Subiet; but if this ſelection is to be transferred 
to ſelf-conſtituted Aſſemblies of men,.agitated 
by a zeal, however honeſt, the Preſs muſt be 
broken up, and individuals muſt purchaſe their 
| ſafety by ignorance and ſilence. - 
_-« Tn ſuch a ſtate, we admit that the other Pay . 
berties, which we enjoy under the Laws, might 
nevertheleſs continue as long as Government 
might happen to be juſtly adminiſtered; but 
ſhould corruption or ambition ever direct their 4 
efforts againſt them, the Nation would be ſur- 
prized. and enſlayed—ſurprized by the loſs of 
their wakeful Sentinels, whom they had ſhot for 
only being at their poſts, and enſlaved from the 
| loſs of their armour, which their adverſary, under 
the pretence of a Treaty, had cajoled them to 
throw away. 
% But theſe evils become not only 8 
but abſolutely intolerable, when extended to the 
ſtimulation of Spies to ſtab domeſtic peace, to 
Watch for the innocent in the hours devoted to 
convivial happineſs, and to diſturb the ſweet 
repoſe of . life ding be bolow: of Thad | 
_ we u ee eee *. f 
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lt is juſtly obſerved by the celebrated Judge 
Forſter, that words are tranſitory and fleeting, 
eaſily forgotten, and ſubject to miſtaken inter- 
pretations : their very exiſtence at all, and their 
criminality, as depending upon context, or 
- ſequel, or occaſion—all is to reſt on the oaths _ 
of hired Informers. Is this in the end of the 
| 18th century to be the condition of our cheer- 
ful country? Are theſe to be our chains? And 
are we, after we have broken them on the heads 
of tyrants in former ages, to {it down to forge 
them again for 2 og and to faſten them 
on one another? 1 awe 
Our laſt, and not the leaſt objection to po- 
pular accuſation, is the love we bear to the 
SBovernment of England, and our wiſh that its 
functions may be perpetual: it being our opi- 
nion, as expreſſed in our Seventh Reſolution, at 
e 7 lou 2 3 Toro 
. a ſyſtem of fealouſy and arbitrary coer- 
„ cion of the Pell bas been at all times s = 
« to the ſtability of the Engliſh Government.” 
8 “For the truth of which we appeal to Human 
Nature in general, to the characteriſtic of Eng- 
liſhmen in particular, and to the hiſtory of the 
nn the career of ſuch a ſyſtem of combina+ 
tion, we foreſee nothing but oppreſſion; and 
when its force is extinguiſhed, nothing but diſ- 
content, diſobedience, and miſrule. — 
If Government permits or countenances this 
_ diſtribution of its Executive Powers, how is it 
to reſume them ſhould opinions change, and run 
#he other way? From 13 artifices and ambition 
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_ tide, equally- unnatural, it may be difficult to 
bring to conviction, even chole who may be 
plotting its deſtruction. Againſt both theſe de- 


- * 
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of deſigning” men, the beſt Governments may, 


ſor a ſeaſon, be unpopular, as we know from 


_ experience, chat the very worſt may triumpm 


for a while by impoſture. Should ſuch a change 


2 opinion arrive, as in the nature of things it 


the Adminiſtration of Government and 


| Juſtios will be diſtracted and weakened. It will 


be in vain to inculcate that ſubjects may perſe- 
cute one another by combination, but that they 


muſt not combine for their common defence. 


And as in this unnatural "tide of flood, no man 
may expect to be acquitted, however he may 
love his Country; ſo in the ebb af the ſame 


partures, from the even and uſual courſe of 


Juſtice, and all their conſequences we equally, 
and with an impartial ſpirit proteſt. ? _ * 


When we conſider the great Pooperdlen of. 


che Community, that has already baftily ſanc- 


tioned the proceedings which we diſſent from, 
the great Authority that countenances them, the 
powerful influence which ſupports them, and 
the mighty revenue raiſed” on the people, 


wich through various channels rewards many 
ol thoſe who lead the reſt, the difficulties 'whic 


this Addreſs has to encounter; and judging of 


| man from his nature and his hiſtory, We ex, 


& no immediate ſueceſs from our inter poſition. 
But we believe that the ſeaſon of reflection is not 


 fardiftant, when this humble effort for the Public | 


will be reviebered and its authors be vindi- 


_—_ TY hand Britain.” e 048 
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Having concluded amidſt the plaudits and. 
AF approbation of bis Auditors. © "0 


Mr. Sheridan, after doing Juſtice to the . 
tives, to the zeal, and to the abilities of Mr. Er- 
ſkine, and waving ſtated the propriety of the 
Meeting's holding forth at once to the Public a 
pledge of the principles which influenced them, 
and upon which they meant to act, moved, 
„That the paper then read be adopted as the 
& een, of the FRIENDS TO THE FREE- 
% DOM OF THE PRESS ;” Which Motion was im- 
mediately carried without a diſſenting Voice; 
and in a ſhort. time the Declaration received 
above Five Rane moſt reſpectable * 

tures. 


rump MEETING: 
| © BY Crown and-Anchor Tavern, March 
R. B. SHERIDAN, Eſq. M. P. in the Cuam. 5 


- Reſolved Unanimouſl Yo, 
That a voluntary Su {cription bs 2588 for % 
the ſupport of the Liberty of m0 TOO” | 


_ Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That the Stewards of the preſent Meetin wu | 


. of the laſt, be requeſted to meet- forthwit 
form a Committee; to receive and manage i 
fame ; : and t to chuſe a Treaſurer and Secretary 3 - 
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order to receive the Signatures of 
who approve the principles aſſerted therein. 


Reſelred Unanimouſly, 


DN On 


PROCEEDINGS or T me 


their a and the proceedings of ſuch thi 26 


mittee to be Tubmited to IO next General 
r 3 


. That 1 10,000 Copies — oY Clo pro- 
peled by the — Py Thomas Erſkine, and unani- 
mouſly NG at the laſt General ene 


* circulated throughout the . 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 


That Copies of the ſaid n be 
depoſited in different parts of the Metropolis, 
and ſuch other places throughout the * 1 
dom, as the Committee ſhall judge OPS, 0 Ch 

perſons. 


Many inſtances of cruelty, injuſtice, and op- 
preſſion, practiſed againſt Individuals, under 
pretence of their having been concerned in the 


1 Circulation of ſeditious Papers, OY been ſta- 
= — to the Meeting. 


Reſolved: Unanimouſly, . 17 5 
That it be an inſtruction to the laid G 
mittee to receive all authenticated information 
— 25 inſtances of this nature, and to give 
ic notice, that ſuch information may be ad- 


= Trefſed to their Secretary ; but that no ano- 


nymous communications Will be attended to. 


That tha third General Meeting of the 


| Friends to the Freedom of We Preſs, be held on 
Saturday 
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Saturday the 20th of A. 


Grey, Eq. be reque 


pril; and that CyArLEs 
eſted to take the Chair. 


The Meeting to commence at Three o Clock, 
in order that all public buſineſs may be diſcuſſ- 
ed before Dinner, as on the nn EIS. 


y Order of the Meeting, „„ 85 


R. B. SHERIDAN, 


h / 


1 of hs Stewarts.” 


CTCCeoum and Anchor Tavern, March cher! 
R. B. SHERIDAN, EIq. MP. in n the Cui. 


Reſolved, 


That the following GENES be a Com- 


& 4} 


| 4 mittee for the purpoſes directed by ta Comm 20 


Meeting of the gth Inſtant. 


George Byng, Eſq. M. P. 
ames Bell, a 
dmund Cans, Eſq. 
= Courtenay, Eſq. M. P. 
ight Hon. Lord Daer 


Hon. T. Erſkine, M. P. 


Nicholas Gay, Eſq, 
Bertie Greatheed, fa. 
Charles G , Eſq. N 
| Harr Hou 4 Eſq. 

T. K. Hollis, Eſq. 
Clog Haſtings . 
Hen. Howard, Efq. M. p. 

Robert Kni ght, Eſq. | 
W. H. ee Eſq. M. P. 
Rt. Hon. Earl of Lauderdale 
| J. G. Lema iſtre, Eſq. 
_ Capel Loft, Eſq. 
James ** Eig. 


| Joſeph Porter, Eſq. © 


7 [is rw Fray hp. 7g 


Colonel Macleod. M. 25 


Hon. T. Maitland, M. p. 


James Mackintoſh, Eſq. 


John Pearſon, "> 
Arthur Piggott, Eſq, 


| Hon, John Rawdon, M. 25 
John Redman, Eſq 


88 1 . 


B. Sheridan, Eſq 
Mr. Ald. Sawbrid 8857 25 P. 


[Charles Sturt, 


Eſt 
William Smith, Bhat M. 7. 
Fae Tiernay, Eſq. 
M. A. Taylor, Eſq. M. P. 
17 5 Thompſon, Eſq, M. P. 
C. F. Ward, Eſq. _.. 
8. Whitbread, jun. Eſq. M. P. 


. * Wharton, * M. P. 


Rejeved, 
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| + either of theſe Gentle 
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B. In reckiving Sie natures to the Dec * 
be put oppoſite to the name, 
oy * ro] Gre 25 Op hat ee of names 
nount of Subſcriptions rec eceived. be 'tranl> 
Mit tittee before the 18th of April 1 — 
may be communica ed to the Gene ectings - 
che 898555 8 8 Similar Communications 
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